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Speech by Cindy Stark

Hello, my name is Cindy Starks. I am a member of the school committee in
Arlington, Massachusetts.

I am accompanied by Byron Bradley, an Arlington High School teacher,
Jackie Daley, an Arlington 2nd, grade teacher and 15 students from the
Arlington middle and high schools.

We are honored to be here visiting your town as part of the 25th,
anniversary celebration of our wonderful sister city program.

We are eager to learn and experience life in Japan and in doing so bring all
of us closer together and have a better understanding of other cultures.

Too often we do not take time to understand and se things from different
point of view and I think programs like this help us to ensure our eyes and
minds are open.

Thank you so much for your hospitality and gracious welcome. May this
program and the opportunities it brings for the youth of our communities

continue to thrive and enrich the lives of many generations.
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Farewell Speech by Manon Jean

Watashi ha Manon Jean desu. With the closing of this trip, it is not a
closing the bond between our two communities. Instead it is opening the gate
wider, so that more students can experience this journey.

I hope this will let people see the world thought other people’s eyes. Thank
you for your hospitality, your kindness, and your open hearts.

We enjoyed the Manga Museum, Samurai Movie Park, the schools, the
shrines and beautiful Nagaokakyo. The Mayor has done an excellent job with
the city. It 1s a wonderful place to visit and call home. I will never forget the
time that I have had here.

BRI DOEE AV LN

Mix, v~/ U—=rTF, ZOKRITKEDY ETNHN, b - SOHTD
BRONKDLZ LTV EREA, LA, ZOF—Fa2bokAlf, ok
T SADEFETE LGN ZORERRT 2L 51205 TLE Y, ZOKIE, R
DANEZNENIRZ EEZEBEZTCHDONERBERNMETHZTINET, HXA
DINEV, TEYIZ L TRV L £,

BH I 22— U7 LARBRER, PG, fith, ZELTELOVWRRL, T
IRCEHH LET, BRI, F_OBIRE D TIEL LWGEr Ty, FA
IZZ DD Z LA —AENnEEA,



Farewel Speech by Shaira Ali

Konnichiwa! Watashi ha Shaira desu. I am in the 8th | grade at Ottoson
Middle School.

Coming here to Nagaokakyo, Japan has been one of the rewarding and
enriching experience of my life.

From the breathtaking shrines and temples and welcoming schools , to the
wonderful people that live here, Nagaokakyo is without doubt one of the
most amazing places I have ever been to.

Along with the beautiful sights I saw, my visit was also very educational. I
learned about Japanese customs like the tea ceremony, experienced part of a
Japanese curriculum, and admired traditional Japanese art. I saw that our
two cultures have many differences but also many similarities.

In conclusion, I thank the wonderful people if Nagaokakyo, without whom
this trip would not have been possible, for their graciousness and hospitality.

Arigato gozaimasu.
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