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Speech by Ms. Meagan Bassett and Mr. Justin Bourassa
To the citizens of Nagaokakyo - students, teachers, administrators, host families, relatives
and friends, new and old:

Thank you so much for welcoming us to your beautiful city! We are thrilled and honored to be
here in Nagaokakyo, having traveled all the way from Arlington, Massachusetts, and though the weather
is hot, your hospitality and generosity in hosting us for the next eleven days makes us feel nice
and cool !

Our cultures have so much in common, it is often hard to remember how different they can
be. Depsite a language barrier, many things about Japan and the United States are similar. When it
comes to sports, we both share a love of baseball, especially Daisuke Matsuzaka. Both of our World
Cup teams advanced to the Round of 16 and fell too early this year. As far as entertainment goes
both our countries have a rich history in filmmaking and |iterature. And we both lead the world in
various education and technologies. In a world where that very technology makes it easy to simply
send an e-mail or a facebook message to someone literally half way around the world, our cities
represent the best and truest part of human interaction - face to face, real world friendship. While
e-mails can be lost or deleted, the memories that we make here will last for an eternity, helping
all of us become better ambassadors to not only Arlington and Nagaokakyo, but better ambassadors to
the whole world, and this is why it is so important to value our relationship as sister cities, and
continue celebrating our global connection and friendship

We were so excited to host our sister and brother exchange students and teachers in April
and now we are even more excited to be here, taking advantage of the unique opportunity to see a new
part of the wor |d. For most of us, this isour first visit to Japan. Knowing how strong the relationship
is between Arlington and Nagaokakyo, | am certain that for all of us, this is the first of many trips
to Nagaokakyo. We are excited to experience all that Nagaokakyo has to offer — we cannot wait to
try all of the delicious cuisine, visit local schools and play badminton, go swimming, play water
polo, and attend English classes. We look forward to learning as much Japanese as we can with our
host families, and to visiting all of the rich cultural attractions that call Nagaokakyo home as well.
Most importantly, we eagerly anticipate the time that we will spend with each other over the next
week and a half, and we are excited to take in as much of your lovely culture and country as we can
while we are here

After all, for the students, teachers, and parents on this trip, this experience with you
is something we wi | | never forget, and the friendship between our two cities will be one that flourishes
much |ike the cherry blossoms that were planted outside of Ottoson Middle school in Arlington just
a few weeks ago.

On behalf of all the students, adults, teachers, administrators, and the entire town of
Arlington, thank you again for the warm welcome you have extended us here. Thank you for hosting us
and thank you for continuing a fantastic tradition of sharing our two great cultures with each other
so that we can make the world in the future a better, more understanding place for all of humanity.

We look forward to an exhilarating and exciting eleven days here in Nagaokakyo!

22



R

A=A Nty b, C¥RTa42 - RKTIvY (U2 roEREA)

REARTROAKE A, £HEPEREE. RA LI 73 ) —0DH#HESA. FLLRAPLHORAEZE, ZLT
EREOESA, COELVWRERMICALEEHLDE LTV EEHYNESTITVET, fblE, &£
EEELEDALEIEBEEZT—V U DL IIAKLNZZ EERRIZBRVET,
SRIFETHLEVHHTTN. ChhoD 11 BREAALEZZITANTKESZ3ERLGEELETHLIFBIER
ERIFLTNDTLL S,

AREOXEIEETEUBE>TVET, BHEOTWIDONECHDONEEZDANKETT, EXDREH
YETH, BRETAVHELKSADRBRIHY ET,

AR=YIZHEWNTIE, FAF=BEHICHER, & ITRRRENAKIFETT, TLTT—ILRAYTTIE, &
[CAR M1 6FETHLEAFTELZ, SEEXHFYITHLRBETWCKSITELFE LT,

IVA—TA A MIBELTEK, REZEOERFHIC, BEROXEICSVWTHLRERVERZH>TLEY, £
LTR=BIE. HECTV/ AD—LGESFITFLERAFICELVTHAZENTEE L,

BTORRICEY . HIEROZRBICFEATODIALBABREICEA AL TIIART VI A vE—D%ED
CENTEDLELSICHYFEL, TALH, RRARMET7T—Y U o, ABRLTOXRFROETHDHEED
NEVNEREL TS, EORFIAORREBELWVZADITLLS, E A—JLIFEZTLES Y EHLEH
2fY LETH, BN THIBVREKRAIZEYET., 7—U Y o ERBRTEIT TR, H#HR
FOANRDNEYBVWKFEICLED-ODEFRELGYET, AL Z. COmEEme LTOBEFREEET
fliL, HEAPOALABENY RBEZRET TV IENEETY,

=Bl 4 BICRARTOEROCEEZEZLSLDA LO< O LENSRA REETWVEEFELEN, §
CCITET. HROFLWEBRZRIBEREZEZ TV EE, HDLELYLE2LE &b hHLTYL
9,

IEbDEFELEAEFSEIBRIZSDDEMNHTTYT, 7—U 2V b ERERTORWMEEY . FAlX, C
DIFRN NI SAELREIRERTAORIOKIZEDZLEZHELTVET,

BOLWERYANDOREORERAM[, ARSI roFELEYKWEY . KEKZELELZYEEDY SRITSM
LizY., REERTTRETEEITRTOBENETHLELATHLEENRE A,

RAMI7I)—DEIAICTELLEFLSSARBREZHATHL L., RERTOBAOMLEXILIZfih
BNBIEERELAIZLTVWET, 2L RUBILE, FAiBAINAELD 10 BFEAESAE—HEIC
BIL, FEPTEEHEFSADBROTESL LLWXILEZEERTHZETT,

RZICHEYFELEA, CORTICSSMLTVEEE, HE, REFICLE>TIORRIIRLTEA O
WEWHIZAESTLELS, ZLTETOREDL. 4 bV o hERICHER SO RS EEMFTIZTERML 2
K312, VEDATHEBTL LS,

T—)UbromERERRL, b ZBMACHI TV EEWESAICS—ERMBLETET, FAfz
LHRAMLTWEEZHYAES SEVET, Z20FTELLOWXIEZEEVZRZUAE S HEEHRITTL
WS EICREBWV-LET., TLTAREBEABIECIRTOBAELY I CEEL, &Y LUERE
EENTVCIENTESDTLLS,

EEAERTTHBT 11 AEALETHITES LW HFTIELATHYET LS !

23



1 7YY RKRFBEELE
K 4 2 F
1. Mr. Jeremy Patrick Norberg-Bohm |zl 3ZI—-/—/nN—45F -FR—L |10 (§1)
2. Mr. Samuel William Berard HIaI)L-RZ—F 8 (h2)
3. Mr. Aidan Isaiah Pierce Wilcox IATY 4LV IR 10 (&F1)
4. Mr. Jeremy Adam Nass Il EI—-FR 10 (1)
5. Mr. Eleuterio L. Rosa IILTUA -8y 8 (h2)
6. Ms. Bridget Rose Kelly TJYDyb-i1)— 8 (h2)
7. Ms. Margot Ysabel Hardcastle I—dw k- NnN—FKXxyvyzR)L 8 (h2)
8. Ms. Emma Maeve Kuper IV -J—I\— 8 (h2)
9. Mr. Samuel Taylor SaTl-TAT— 10 (F1)
10. Ms. Olivia Smith Ambo AVT47 - TR 10 (F1)
11. Ms. Devynn Nicole Diggins FTI4TA4FXFUR 9 (th3)
12. Mr. John Griffin av-Jg)oq4> Adult (£RE€HE)
13. Mr. Brendan Griffin PANE DR/ o 7 (1)
14. Ms. Meagan Anne Bassett A—HY -ty bk Chaperone (#&)
15. Mr. Justin Bourassa CYRTA4-RTvY Chaperone (% 5)
16. Mr. Matthew Pisano Ia—-EY/ 20 yrs. (A 2B—Y)
17. Ms. Yuran Tsuchida A—S2-YFHF 6 (/h6)
18. Ms. Minjin Tuschida SRV ENE ) Adult (fREEH)
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Speech by Mr. Jeremy Nass

Hel lo Nagaokakyo. My name is Jay, and | am one of the travelers on the Arlington/Nagaokakyo
2010 trip.
| think | can speak for everyone on this trip by saying that | am totally thrilled and excited
to be here. This exchange program is a wonderful opportunity for ordinary people to get to
know foreign cultures, learn new things, and meet new people.
On this trip, | hope to gain a stronger knowledge of what |ife is like on the opposite side
of the Earth, and | look forward to being able to tell my friends back in Arlington about
what Japan is like.
| also hope to gain a strong bond with the family | am staying with. | am very grateful to
all of the families who are hosting us. It is a great honor that you all are allowing us
to stay in your homes, and we are all very thankful.
Another thank you goes to all of the coordinators, who have worked very hard to put together
a trip that will leave a meaningful impression on everyone involved. | am looking forward
to having a magnificent trip, and | expect to enjoy myself greatly along with my peers and

newfound friends here in Japan

HERERES

DILEI—FR (7Y boRKRFBEER)

AITBIF, FAET7—) Y b ORERMGHEBRD—A, P4 EVLWVET,

FAE, STACHDIT, REICEZFEEHHLTWEL ., COXRBTAT 5 LIE, FZEICE
SDTHEDXIEZRY. LW LEEZZU, FILLWALREHEIRBEL LLVERTY,
CDRITTIE. FAFHERO R AIZFEOCALDEETNEALBLDLEONE L >NYZEY, 7—U Y
FrlliEoThld. BANEALBERE =0 ZH-LOKRAZEICELTEANM 52D ZE-0 LAIC
LTWET,

Fl. EZITANTLCNB KRR I 7S )= Lo YRBREREVEVWERWNET, TLTHES:
ZFANTLEESBRTRTORR NI 7S ) —ZITRBBLEITET,

RRIZ. CORITBMT2ETNTNDAN—DBRNENGEZ D=0, —E£BMEIFBEL T ZE-
FaA—T 4 RX2—2—DHBIAIZLDMSREEN-LET,

ZORMNRFEL L. FEAOHEOCARTHEIFLOLWRAZELE LN BELIZLEZE LA
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Farewel| Speech by Ms. Meagan Bassett and Mr. Justin Bourassa

Good evening everyone,

When we first arrived at Kansai Airport ten days ago, we were very tired. We had just

traveled a third of the way around the world to visit our sister city.

When we arrived in Nagaokakyo, we were stricken with the city’ s beauty, we were humbled

by your hospitality, and we were excited to begin our time with our host families

Since then, we have visited hot springs, which we don’ t have near Arlington. We have
traveled to Osaka Castle to absorb some Japanese history, and we enjoyed an evening of karaoke

in its native country.

We learned some Japanese, as we will share tonight, and we taught some English. We ate
delicious sushi, sashimi, takoyaki, yakitori, onigiri, okonomiyaki, and so much more. We
took thousands of photographs, tried origami, and shared in fascinating school lessons

related to Japanese history, |ike shodo-o, sado, kendo, and other club activities

While we shared so many wonderful experiences, the things that we will keep with us are
far more valuable than the souvenirs we will take home - our memories. We will never forget

the company and hospitality you offered us in your homes and families

And even though we are leaving, we realize that without |eaving Nagaokakyo, we would have
no reason to come back. Arlington and Nagaokakyo are sister cities, separated by almost 9000
miles, but all of us, the people of both Nagaokakyo and of Arlington, can feel comfortable

calling both cities our home.

We offer you a thousand thank you for all of your open homes and hearts, and just |ike
we cannot wait for you to come home to Arlington, we already cannot wait to come home to
Nagaokakyo again. Thank you all so very much and see you very soon!

Arigato gozaimasu!
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Water Polo and the Kyoto Tour!
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Visil Lo local schools !
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Visitl to Murata Co. and the Osaka tour
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