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Every year we have wonderful students apply for our program. Choosing
who will have the chance to come to Arlington is never easy. But, every
year I find that the students we choose rise to the challenge. This year
was not different.

In our first classes these students were a bit nervous and quiet but as
they became adjusted and relaxed they began to have fun with the
language and the rest of us.

This 1s what 1s so hard to realize for many people—speaking English
1sn’t just a commitment to studying; it’s a commitment to trying to enjoy
using the language.

Students’ smiles became brighter even as the English and our challenges
became more difficult.

When we arrived in Arlington we were in a different country, with
different people, with different ideas and styles.

It’s not easy to try to change or challenge your ideas, but that is what it
means to travel and exchange culture.

These students tried so many new things, from teaching Japanese
culture to 6 year old Americans, to learning American history and culture
in the streets of Boston, and most impressively by bonding with their host
families on their own.

The people of Arlington are so happy that our students battled with
smiling faces to make themselves understood.

They made their own families overseas and they have made the world a
smaller, and yet better, place by doing so.

I am so proud of them. We should all be so proud.

Thank you.

Captain Conor Boyle
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Hello and Good Morning!
BIIEH>TINET,

My name is Paul McKnight, and as an administrator of Arlington High School, I am honored to say
a few words on behalf of our delegation, the staff of Arlington Public Schools, and, indeed, the
Arlington community as a whole!
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First, I would like to say thank you to Mayor Nakakoji, to the city and school officials, and to the
host families for the incredibly warm welcome we have received upon arriving here in
Nagaokakyo-Shi. Your hospitality is very touching and much appreciated.
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Like many of the Arlington students visiting this week, I am in Japan for the very first time. I find
myself on the other side of the world, immersed in a culture that, in many ways, is so different from
that which I call my home. But, because of the special relationship that Arlington has with our
sister city, Nagaokakyo, I knew that we would quickly feel at home and among friends!
ZOERALEZL D7 —Y v MO EFRERIC, b BAREZFHMT 500D TTT,
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This relationship between Nagaokakyo and Arlington, specifically this student exchange, has been
nurtured over many years by the hundreds of students, families, and staff who have participated.
We bring with us the affection of Arlington community, many of whom cherish this program and
have formed lasting friendships, as I quickly discovered when the mayor and his delegation visited
Arlington in April.
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We have so much to learn from one another—what makes us different from one another, as well as
what we have in common. I'm sure all of us who are educators would agree that an exchange like
this is one of the most meaningful learning experiences we can offer ourselves and our young people.
The memories that we make this week will last a lifetime.
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So, from your sister city in Arlington, Massachusetts, it is wonderful to be here and thank you for
your hospitality.
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Hello everyone! My name is Sophie.
BIAZATHIE, RROARNLY 7 4 — T,

I have been involved in this program since I was 6 years old and I am very happy to have had the
opportunity to meet so many friendly people.

FE 6 OBEN D Z DT 1 7T KDY B0 F Lic, KIFHZRRILOANE MBI WEN b -T2 &
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It has truly been an honor to host so many amazing students, I have learned so much from them.
Along with gaining more knowledge, every year I gained a lifelong friend.
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We are all very thankful and very excited to be here. Thank you for welcoming us!
BREFICELNT, BEHOKFLLLLIZETHLY I T LTHET,
REZEHAL TCWEEE, HORES TINET,

C B =S — DR

My Name is Rory Lynch. I am going into my last year of school back in Arlington.
HOAFNTr—Y — - Vo F T, SESRKREDFEIIRY £,

I just want to thank you all for letting us stay in your town and in your homes.
FEMAETICHEL, R—AATA ZSETWEWT, RS LTV ET,

Back in Arlington, my family has been a part of this sister city program for 6 years now and I, as
well as my fellow students, are very excited to continue our involvement on this side of the program.
RVIED &, ZHE TROFIEEZ QM2 7 0 77 512 6 £/ > TE £ Lz, oM
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We are excited to see what japan is like. Please show us what japan has to offer. Thank you all again
for your hospitality.
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Picnic at Yodo River, Courtesy Call
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Yokokuji Temple, Sushi Restaurant, Kinkakuji Temple
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(Kotari Elementary School, Otokuni High School, Karaoke Night)
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(Visiting Nagaoka 3™ Junior High School)
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(Sightseeing in Nara, Fushimi Inari Shrine)
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(Farewell Party)
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