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h ! Our First Child : Differences in Cultures (Part 1)
F—FE | BrIlEEDIESR e

next time

My wife and | had our first baby on July 11th! He is both Japanese and American so we’ ve noticed differences
in how our two cultures have children. For example, most American women take an ‘epidural’ (medicine for pain)
while giving birth and have only a day or two in hospitals. Naming our children is also different, as only two
names would be very unusual. In fact, to have many middle names is more usual than to have none! For many, it
is not religious but connects family. We don’ t have kanji that we can share so men sometimes give their names
to sons (my brother is the third) and women have their mother’ s family name or share
initials (Boyle women are K.A.B.). Names are cultural reminders, so our son is Zen (&)
Xavier (€£77) Boyle-just a skosh (sukoshi) of both!

[(B#EER] 78 11 BIC. $—FHEFEFNF UL, BFEF. BRATHY., 7AXUAH
ATY, BEFOHEICEUL. TOZODOXEDRIC, KEFEVNGD T EICKNNT
TFRUC. ELWTTVDOTZ XU DAL MEIF. MBREZFE->THEL, ABRH1~2H
TY, FEDDEFIF., BHICBRD2ONEET. —DLFUNBRWVERIE. o1
[CHIFEBA. S RILR—LIF. RADFEEVDKY . REODBIHAINSEKS
BHODTY, BFICIF. REOBUEDZFIZDIFT2TENE L, FADHBIF. HRXPR
ERIUZFEITY, RDBE. SHOZRINDIFS5N. RAILRDLZEZEF. K.AB
EVSALAZYvILZER > TVE T, &l EZXRIBHDD—DTT, BF
DEHIF EHDXILZED LI DRIFHWNT. Zen (&) Xavier (EE7) Boyle T,
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