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Japan Is New Again
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Last month my brother Aaron came to
visit me during the winter break. We had a
great time!l We did a lot of sightseeing. He
tried many new foods and his chopsticks
skills greatly improved. Having Aaron here
reminded me of all the things that seemed
unusual to me when | first came to Japan
that | am now accustomed to. For example,
taxi doors that open automatically; never
being able to find a trashcan; calling out
"sumimasen!" when you want to talk to
a server; not being able to read a single
word on a menu; and not always being
100% sure which is the ladies” room and
which is the men” s. Aaron’ s being here
pointed out a lot of things that | now take
for granted, but it also made me realize how
much | have learned in the past 18 months,
and how much more | still have to learn.
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