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When | told people in Arlington that |
was coming to our sister-city in
Japan, people gave their best wishes
to me. | brought their enthusiasm
with me as | traveled 6,000 miles to
come here. After being shown my
apartment, | was given my first real
taste of Japan. Up until then, | had
been able to speak English and be
understood. Suddenly, | was forced
to use my Japanese to do something
as simple as buying groceries in a
store. Despite being a teacher here, |
have to do my own share of learning
too. | think that is one of the great-
est things about being here as a
teacher. | hope that my students wiill
be as excited to learn as | am. If
everyone here is as nice as those
I've already met, the next year will be
an honour and a pleasure.
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