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This is the first time | have been away from
home for Christmas, and although | miss my
family and friends, | have been very comforted
by how much Christmas is celebrated here in
Japan. | have had fun going to see lights in
Arashiyama, Kyoto Station, and Kobe's
Luminarie, but even here in Nagaokakyo the
JRis all lit up as well as businesses and peo-
ples'homes. | was surprised at how many of
my students have Christmas trees in their
homes and excited that they were all familiar
with Santa Clause. | even hear familiar
Christmas songs —in English or Japanese—
wherever | go. Many people in Japan are not
Christian, but in the United States all of my
non-Christian friends celebrate Christmas for
fun, too. So Christmas away from home is
more like Christmas at home than | ever
thought it would be. If only it would snow:---
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