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Our world has changed. This is a simple idea that has come with very difficult challenges for
people everywhere. Even usual and common things like speaking face-to-face, using gestures, and
even smiling have been dramatically interrupted by the worldwide pandemic. For our students who
fully prepared to go to Arlington and make lifelong friendships and connections back in 2020, this
pandemic was especially cruel. Their chances for this wonderful opportunity were cut and their
hard work went unrewarded. Many people on both sides of the Nagaokakyo-Arlington sister city
bond eagerly awaited a time when the world would be healed and we could reconnect our beautiful

exchange.

This brings us to our current year. We made it! Our students took to the opportunity of our
homestay program wonderfully. Some changes were made, some adjustments were necessary, but
the students maintained their spirits and met every challenge with their heads held high. I could
not be more proud. In a time where social distance has been expected and using a mask has become
a norm, and rightly so to protect public health, there is also a tremendous amount of bravery in

quite literally facing the world.

And face the world they did. We witnessed a great Red Sox victory (although we really hoped
for a Yoshida home run, too), we walked the historic streets of Boston (often in the rain), and we
visited many schools, museums, and famous shops (students will absolutely argue we could have
seen more of these) that make Boston, and the U.S., so different and interesting. Most importantly,
the students formed bonds with the people of Arlington and showed that our future is bright and
filled with beautiful potential. Our world is healing and our wonderful, ambitious, and bold

students are leading the way. We only need to follow them.

Captain Conor Boyle
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