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Hello Nagaokakyo

My name is Ethan Benjamin and | am
the new AET teacher in Nagaokakyo.
landed in Japan three weeks ago and
the subtle beauties of this city are com-
ing into focus. | love the rice fields and
gardens, nestled between thick housing
settlements. | am awed by the intense
contrast between a dense urban land-
scape adjoined so definitively to the
thick forest that surrounds it. | enjoy
hiking through the bamboo forest. |
want to thank everyone | have met so far
for being so kind and helping me find my
way here in Nagaokakyo. The English
teachers at the junior high schools have
been gracious and welcoming. | look for-
ward to working with them through the
year. With every passing day | feel more
at home here in Japan.
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