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It is hot again; the kind of hot that | have
only experienced in Japan. The kind of
hot that makes you sweat just by being---
by existing. As the sweat rises to the sur-
face of my skin, it carries with it memories
of my first weeks in this country. Life was
so much harder for me then. When | first
g0t to Japan, the language was just noise.
The supermarkets were a maze of uniden-
tifiable "food." | had no friends. | had no
idea where | was, or how to get there. In
just one short year that has all changed. |
hear words, now and can even say a few. |
know my way around at least four grocery
stores and regular a farm stand. | usu-
ally, think | know where | am going. Most
important of all, | have made some friends
that | hope to keep for a life time
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