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Surprises in Languages (Part 1) See you
FAUNHBICEI BEOEKE next time

Sometimes when | ask students what they ate for breakfast they say ‘I ate
pan.” In English, a ‘pan’ is a cooking dish. The word ‘(A" comes from the Portuguese word

‘a0’ because they were the first Westerners to trade with Japan. Katakana can be helpful but difficult, too! In

English, we often don’ t know when words are foreign because we have only one alphabet, but in the same way

we can be unsure of their origins. For example, the main boss of a company might be

called the ‘head hancho.” | think that many English speakers don’ t know that we use

this Japanese word! We know and use many Japanese words for food (like sushi,

teriyaki, and umami) and other parts of Japanese culture (like dojo, kimono, typhoon,

and karate). Please return next month for more surprises in languages!

[(BAREEER] P AERFICBIF CFIC "l ate pan” (NN EBRC) EEVET, /WU

IV S HIVEBD/INA D SRICEET, REBTIEH FEBA, REBOPICH, BAE

ERASTICESTVRDEEN DI ET . HATIERHNRBEHAI DT TRLEITH,

HKEBEFTZILT 7Ry EUDPRBUVDT, ETHSRIZDN. [F>EWULRBRVDTT, =5 -

RHOLTE "Ny RNYF 30" EFRTENBIETH, FEoTNBALBIE prrs

BABLEASBENTL &S, TOft, TUDE, Sd. Bif. BYWEE. B RE/ ks hop5 5025 E,

PAEICEADZEAEN. c<TABONTVET, KOHHBHELMHT ! B B IRBRE B I & T T,
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