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The Beauty of Fire

There are many wonderful places to visit in
Japan, but | have to say, Nara is one of my
favorites. | don't know if it is the park, the
deer or Todaiji and the bronze buddah, but
it never disappoints. However, last month |
visited Nara for a different reason. | visited
Nara for the Wakakusayama fire festival.
What a lovely surprise. | started the day by
wandering the park, feeling the deer and
staking out the best spot to see the moun-
tain. As the sun fell fireworks went off on
top of the mountain and showered down a
show of beautiful colors. After the fireworks,
dozens of people across the bottom of the
mountain lit the dry grass and | watched
the fire creep up to the top of the mountain,
in flickering, flaming, curvy lines. A sight not
to be forgotten, but added to the list of rea-
s0Ns to visit Nara.
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