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In American schools a lot of time is
spent on learning how to write
Elementary school, and much of
Junior High School is spent learning
basic grammar and facts in order to
be able to write later on, with higher
education focusing almost exclusive-
ly in writing. | am incredibly surprised
at how little actual writing goes on in
Japanese schools. So much time is
spent drilling grammar, and kaniji,
memorizing formulas and sentence
patterns, but there are very few
opportunities to actually apply those
skills to actual writing. There seem to
be very few essays, creative writing
assignments, or book reports in
Japan. | wonder why not---
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