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It's hard to learn anything without get-
ting questions. So much of my Japanese
ability has come from asking people to
explain things in Japanese that | don't
understand. In most of my classes, stu-
dents will just stay quiet if they don't
understand rather than ask a question
so they'll understand what's being dis-
cussed better. There's an expression
(that's actually a lie) that all parents tell
little kids in the US, "There's no such
thing as a stupid guestion." Of course
there are stupid questions, but as long
as kids believe that there aren't, they are
willing to speak out in class and ask
questions so they understand. Language
is about communication, and without
questions, it's harder to learn English
Maybe | should teach my students that
there are no stupid questions: -
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