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With my time in Japan nearing it's end
come August, | have been trying to
squeeze as many Japan activities as pos-
sible into the last few weeks. And so,
when my Japanese friends asked if |
wanted to help plant rice, | was very
excied. | have always been interested in
the rice paddies - they make for beautiful
scenery and | love the chorus of frogs
that fills the summer night air - but this is
the first time | was able to jump knee deep
into them. We worked barefoot, wading
through the mud to fill the gaps that the
planting machine had left. My friend talked
about the days before machines. He used
to get days off from school to help his
family plant. It took us only a few hours -
stopping now and then to catch a frog -
and was both relaxing and fun. That night
at dinner, after all our work, the rice tasted
better than everl!
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