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Happy Holidays

In Japan, Christmas is a secular event
and usually spend with friends or family,
while New Year's is a quiet time to be with
family and visit temples and shrines. In
the United States, it is just the opposite.
Christmas is celebrated by many, but not
all, families, and for most Americans it is
a religious holiday. Nearly all the stores
and businesses are closed so people
usually stay home with their families on
Christmas Day. New Year's Eve, on the
other hand, is a night for parties. Friends
gather at their homes or go to the city to
celebrate. There is traditionally a cham-
pagne toast at midnight. The streets of
major cities are loud and filled with peo-
ple on this night as they ring in the new
year together. However you choose to
celebrate the starts of 2009, | wish you a
Happy New Year! Cheersl
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