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It has been a wonderful three years of
meeting new people and enjoying new expe-
riences. | want to thank all those who made
my stay in Nagaokakyo such a great experi-
ence, in particular the students and teach-
ers at Nagaoka's schools. To the students,
I would like to ask you to please remember
all the times we laughed together. | hope to
see all your smiles again someday. You
have made Nagaokakyo a second home for
me. Nagaokakyo has changed a lot in only
the three years | have been here. The
Hankyu special express now stops here,
there are many new stores, and Izumiya has
a McDonald's and Mister Donuts. It also
seems that more people from foreign coun-
tries are choosing to make Nagaoka their
home. My hope is that Nagaoka will wilingly
continue to accept that change, and remain
a more dynamic place to live and learn.
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