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The mood around town has changed
You can tell from the friendly atmosphere
that this is Bonenkai season. | suppose
one could say the same thing about the
U.S.. However, as far as | know, Bonenkai
seem to be far less common in the U.S. than
are New Year's parties (Shinnenkai). | think
that most people have only one big party
on New Year's Eve to celebrate the New
Year. There is, for example, the party on
Times Square in New York, where the "The
Ball' drops, counting down the last 10 sec-
onds of the old year. Moreover, New Year's
in the States is usually a time spent with
friends, whereas Christmas is a time for fam-
ily. 1 will be going home for both Christmas
and New Year's to spend time with family
and friends, though | sadly regret that | will
miss the Japanese New Year.
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