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O have just returned from a three-week
winter vacation in my home country. It was
the first time | had been home since | came
to Japan, a year and a half ago. It was
interesting to see how everyone, including
me, had changed in the time and that
many things had stayed exactly the same.
Since | have been away, three babies have
been born with three more expected, there
have been four marriages, three people
have died and two people have become
divorced. But, even with all these outward
changes, my friends and family are stil the
same people inside. |, however, have been
changed from the inside out by my experi-
ence in Japan. Perhaps it takes living on
your own in a foreign culture to find out
who you truly are? | don't know, but |
would recommend it to everyone.
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