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The explosion of the space shuttle
Columbia and the deaths of more astro-
nauts was yet another tragedy for the
United States. Ever since 1986, when
Challenger exploded after lift-off, killing
seven astronauts , the possibility that a
similar accident may happen again has
been the fear of many people. Though
I was still only a first-grader in 1986, |
clearly remember watching, mouth
agape, Challenger fall from the sky on
T.V. Watching Columbia fall from the
sky was a harsh reminder of that inci-
dent, as it was, | think, for many other
Americans. | am relieved, though, that
the accident is no longer being consid-

ered an act of terrorism.
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