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| have been told that you do not

know Kansai until you have the
Tigers play. | liked the Tigers since |
first came here last year. One of the
reasons is that they have a lot in
common with my hometown team, the
Boston Red Sox. They are both
teams that have been around for a
while and have a lot of loyal support-
ers. Second, they both play in very
old classy stadiums. Third, they both
always start the season off strongly
and the fans get excited, but then
gradually start losing game after
game extinguishing all hope. (but this
year is different?!) And lastly, where-
as the major rival of the Tigers is the
Giants, that of the Red Sox is the
Yankees, and the Giants and
Yankees are also very similar teams.
It is not surprising then, that Matsui
went to Yankees.
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