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There are so many little things that
people in this country don't seem to
notice because they've gotten used
to them. Few people can give answers
to such questions as why doors to
homes open out instead of in, or why
people stand on the right side of
escalators in Kansai, but stand on the
left side in Kanto. | have been lucky
enough to discover the answers to
many of these questions, and
thought I'd share. If doors opened in,
then they'd hit the shoes inside, so
doors open out. In 1970, there were a
great deal of foreigners in Osaka, and
the Hankyu railway made an
announcement asking people to
stand to the right to accommodate
the foreigners. Now the next time
someone asks, you'll know, and you
can amaze all your Japanese friends.
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