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In English there is an expression, "Time flies
when you're having fun." | guess | must be
having fun in Japan as time has gone by so N QDDD DDO
quickly. After a year, | feel like | understand Q}\o‘ OO
much more about Japan. I've managed to < <&

struggle my way through understanding the
language, same with the culture, and can
now go through day to day life with relative-
ly few challenges. | don't dread the tele-
phone or worry about having someone
come to my door and speaking only
Japanese. I've learned the differences
between visiting Japan, and living here. And
finally | feel like | am, in many ways, a part of
Nagaokakyo city (thanks in no small part to
this column). | would just like to thank
everyone who's made this year easier and
who's shown an interest in making me feel
welcome. Thank you very much.
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