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We have an expression in English, "You
can't teach an old dog new tricks." Well,
40 Nagaokakyo residents, ranging in
age from 7-70 proved it wrong.
Between the questions they asked
about English and the positive attitude
towards learning they had, | wouldn't
have been surprised if they had
achieved fluency over the two months
that | taught them. They were energetic,
optimistic, open to learning, enthusiastic
about it, and incredibly interested in
communication. | was worried at first,
because eikaiwa in this country doesn't
seem to include much conversation, but
| was worrying over nothing. To every-
one thinking of learning something new
no matter what your age, go for it.
Sometimes learning something new
exercises your brain, teaches you a new
skill, and hopefully, in the process,
allows you to have some fun.
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