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Eighteen months away from America
and counting. | haven't been to an
English-speaking country for almost
a year and a half, and I'm getting
used to it while it slowly drives me
crazy. It's impossible to explain the
variety of things you feel when
you're living in a foreign country
without having done it yourself.
Simple things, like speaking the lan-
guage you know best, are probably
the most frustrating. | can write this
article in English easily, but my trans-
lation into Japanese would lack any
of the flavor that the English version
does. Then there are the cultural dif-
ferences, the distance from familiar
places, food:-- But at the same time,
there are so may things about Japan
that make it feel like ‘home’ at the
same time, that it's hard to reconcile
the two parts. I'll try my best.
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I'm forgetting English!
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