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Winter is the bleakest of seasons. It's
dark, it's dreary, it's cold, and in the US
it's filled with the holiday season, which
is almost enough to make anyone jump
off a bridge by itself. However, winter
always had one redeeming value - snow.
That's what is making my second
Japanese winter so difficult. There is no
snow. | get excited at the little flurries
that pass for snow around here, only to
lose that sense of awe when | go out-
side and the roads are wet and every-
one is carrying umbrellas. Where is my
winter wonderland? | think that without
the stark contrast between the bleakest
of winters and the cherry blossoms of
spring, sakura viewing just wouldn't
have the same pleasure in it. Personally
| can't wait to see the trees explode into
bright pinks and | go to enjoy them
amongst throngs of people emerging
from under their kotatsu after a hot win-
ter. Can you?
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