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When | first came to Japan, | could do
little more than my self-introduction. |
could make simple statements, but |
couldn't understand the responses to
what | said. Everything was difficult for
me from going food shopping to trying
to mail a letter. Language was frustrat-
ing to me. Because | changed schools
this year, my new coworkers didn't
know my Japanese level. By seeing
them react to my Japanese, | realize
how far I've come in being able to
communicate. Language has gone
from something frustrating, to some-
thing that | don't really think about. It's
amazing the difference a couple years
makes.
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