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| love food. | like to cook and | love to eat.
| consider it a hobby of mine. | have fun
trying new foods (it's rare for me to find a
food | hate) and experimenting in the
kitchen. Growing up, my parents cooked
dinner every night and we would all eat
together as a family - something that has
become somewhat of a rarity in America.
When my extended family gets together
we eat for hours, taking breaks between
courses to talk and play. Even my friends
and | have potluck dinners (where every-
one brings a food to share) and barbecue
cookouts. Since my arrival here | have
especially enjoyed experiencing Japanese
food. Dishes are prepared fresh with such
pride and care and - aside from being deli-
cious - each food is always beautifully pre-
sented in a way that appeases the artist
in me. If only the portions were bigger---
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